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(57) ABSTRACT

Provided is a pattern inspection device for accurately simu-
lating an electron beam image of a circuit pattern on a wafer
from design data, and implementing high-precision defect
detection based on the comparison between the simulated
electron beam image and a real image. A pattern inspection
device comprises: an image capturing unit for capturing an
electron beam image of a pattern formed on a substrate; a
simulated electron beam image generation unit for generating
asimulated electron beam image using a parameter indicating
the characteristics of the electron beam image on the basis of
design data; and an inspection unit for comparing the electron
beam image of the pattern, which is the image captured by the
image capturing unit, and the simulated electron beam image
generated by the simulated electron beam image generation
unit, and inspecting the pattern on the substrate.
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1
PATTERN INSPECTION DEVICE AND
PATTERN INSPECTION METHOD

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a pattern inspection device
and a pattern inspection method.

BACKGROUND ART

As a semiconductor circuit pattern becomes more and
more miniaturized, the resolution of an exposure device is
approaching the limit, making it more and more difficult to
form a pattern on a wafer as designed. The generation fre-
quency of systematic defects, such as a line width deviation
from a design value or a deformed tip shape, increases.
Because these systematic defects are generated in any of all
dies, it is difficult to detect them in the conventional die-to-die
(or abbreviated to D2D) inspection that compares between
the data on the neighboring dies. Therefore, there is an
increased need for the die-to-database (or abbreviated to
D2DB) inspection that compares data on a die with design
data.

For a comparison between various types of data such as
between a real image and design data, JP-A-2006-11270
(Patent Literature 1) discloses “a method for generating an
image, which is generated from design data by simulating an
imaged real image, for use as a reference image”.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature
PATENT LITERATURE 1: JP-A-2006-11270
SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

Because the technology disclosed in Patent Literature 1
assumes an optical inspection for an exposure mask, the
simulation method for a real image assumes the simulation of
the optical image of an exposure mask. This literature
describes in detail the method for reflecting the blur of an
edge of an optical image onto a simulated image. However,
the problem is that no consideration is paid for the bright
difference between a pattern and a background and for the
brightness difference in the edge direction; these brightness
differences are the problems generated when inspecting a
resist pattern on a wafer with the use of an electron beam type
inspection device. Another problem is that no application is
provided deriving various parameters that are necessary for
generating a simulated image and that represent the charac-
teristics of a real image.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a pattern
inspection device and a pattern inspection method for accu-
rately simulating the electron beam image of a resist pattern
on a wafer from design data and for implementing high-
accuracy defect detection by comparing the simulated data
and the real image.

Solution to Problem

To solve the above problems, the configuration described
in CLAIMS is used. The present application includes a plu-
rality of means for solving the problems described above.
One of them is as follows.
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2

A pattern inspection device includes an imaging unit that
images an electron beam image of a pattern formed on a
substrate; a simulated electron beam image generation unit
that generates a simulated electron beam image using a
parameter based on design data, the parameter representing a
characteristic of the electron beam image; and an inspection
unit that inspects the pattern on the substrate by comparing
the electron beam image of the pattern and the simulated
electron beam image, the electron beam image of the pattern
being imaged by said imaging unit, the simulated electron
beam image being generated by said simulated electron beam
image generation unit.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the present invention, there is provided a
pattern inspection device and a pattern inspection method for
accurately simulating the electron beam image of a resist
pattern on a wafer from design data and for implementing
high-accuracy defect detection by comparing the simulated
data and the real image.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an overall flow in a first
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a system configuration in the
first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a flow of shade comparison in
the first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a method for detecting a
positional deviation in the first embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing the characteristic of a SEM
image in the first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing a method for modeling a SEM
image in the first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing a method for calculating
parameters for generating a simulated SEM image in the first
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing a method for calculating
parameters for generating a simulated SEM image in the first
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing a method for calculating
parameters for generating a simulated SEM image in the first
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing a flow of simulated SEM
image generation processing in the first embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing an intermediate processing
result in the simulated SEM image generation in the first
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing a method for calculating an
edge direction in the simulated SEM image generation in the
first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing an example of a GUI screen
for setting simulated SEM image generation parameters in
the first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing another example of a GUI
screen for setting simulated SEM image generation param-
eters in the first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 15 is a diagram showing a still another example of a
GUI screen for setting simulated SEM image generation
parameters in the first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 16 is a diagram showing an example of a GUI screen
for calculating simulated SEM image generation parameters
in the first embodiment of the present invention.
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FIG. 17 is a diagram showing a variation in design data in
a second embodiment of the embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 18 is a diagram showing a design data conversion
method when a design intent is used in the second embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 19 is a diagram showing a design data conversion
method when mask pattern data is used in the second embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 20 is a diagram showing a flow of simulated SEM
image generation processing when mask pattern data is used
in the second embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 21 is a diagram showing a flow of shade comparison,
which allows for a process variation, in a third embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 22 is a diagram showing a flow of shade comparison,
which allows for a process variation, in a fourth embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 23 is a diagram showing a method for modeling a
SEM image other than a resist pattern in a fifth embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 24 is a diagram showing a method for modeling a
SEM image considering pattern density in a sixth embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 25 is a diagram showing an overall flow of a method
for later calculating parameters for simulated SEM image
generation in a seventh embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 26 is a diagram showing a flow of inspection, in which
brightness correction is included, in an eighth embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 27 is a diagram showing a method for correcting
brightness in the eighth embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 28 is a diagram showing another calculation method
for brightness correction coefficient in a ninth embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 29 is a diagram showing a flow of fixed-point inspec-
tion in a tenth embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 30 is a diagram showing the evaluation values output
as an inspection result of the fixed-point inspection in the
tenth embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 31 is a diagram showing a method for calculating
defect determination values in an eleventh embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 32 is a diagram showing a method for using a simu-
lated SEM image in detecting a positional deviation in a
twelfth embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 33 is a diagram showing a variation in electron beam
scanning in a thirteenth embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 34 is a diagram showing a multi-beam type optical
system in a fourteenth embodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS
First Embodiment

The following describes an overall configuration of a first
embodiment of the present invention, followed sequentially
by the description of the content of each processing.

(1-1) Overall Flow

First, with reference to FIG. 2, the overall configuration of
a pattern inspection device according to the present invention
is described.

In this embodiment, a wafer image to be inspected is
acquired by a scanning electron microscope (SEM). An elec-
tron optics system 100 includes an electron source 101 that
generates an electron beam, a condenser lens 102 that con-
verges the electron beam, a deflector 103 that deflects the
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electron beam into the XY direction, an object lens 104, and
an XY stage 105. A secondary electron 107 generated from a
wafer 106 is detected by a detector 108, is converted from the
analog signal to the digital signal by an A/D converter 109, is
input to an image input unit 110, and is stored in a storage
device 111.

An image to be inspected is one of the two types of image:
continuous image and sheet image. A continuous image is
obtained by the one-dimensional scanning of an electron
beam and the continuous movement of the stage. A sheet
image is obtained by the two-dimensional scanning of an
electron beam and the step movement of the stage.

A sequence of inspection processing is performed by a
system management unit 115 via a bus 114. Before the
inspection, design data is stored in advance in a storage device
112. A design data calculation unit 113 converts the format of
design data and selects a required portion, and an image
processing unit 116 compares the design data and the above-
mentioned inspection image for defect determination. The
inspection result is output to a result output unit 117 and is
stored in an inspection result storage unit 118.

FIG. 1 shows an overall flow. FIG. 1(a) shows a flow of
condition setting performed before the inspection, and FIG.
1(b) shows a flow of inspection. In this embodiment, the
design data and an inspection image are compared for defect
determination as described above; in more detail, a simulated
SEM image, which simulates the inspection image, is gener-
ated from design data, and this simulated SEM image is
compared with the inspection image (real SEM image) for
detecting a defect.

Before the inspection, various parameters, necessary for
generating a simulated SEM image, are set during condition
setting. First, the design data is read (S510), and the acquisi-
tion position on the real SEM image, used to calculate various
parameters (pattern, background, edge brightness, blur
amount of edges) necessary for generating the simulated
SEM image, is determined on the design data (S511). After
that, the real SEM image at that position is acquired (S512),
the above parameters are calculated using a predetermined
calculation method, and the calculated parameters are written
in the condition file (S513). In the description below, this
condition file is called a “model condition file” to distinguish
this file from other files. The detail of step S511 and S512 will
be described later.

At inspection time, the model condition file is read first
(S520) and then the design data on a position, corresponding
to an inspection area, is read (S521). After that, the real SEM
image is acquired (S522) and a positional deviation between
the design data and the real SEM image is detected (S523)
and, based on the result, the design data is transformed and
extracted (S524). Next, the simulated SEM image generation
parameters, stored in the model condition file, are applied to
the transformed/extracted design data to generate a simulated
SEM image (S525). The obtained simulated SEM image and
the real SEM image are compared (S526) for defect determi-
nation, and the coordinates of the defect portion and the
defect size are output (S527). The steps from S521 to S527 are
repeated until the inspection area is ended.

(1-2) Defect Determination Method

The defect determination flow is described below with
reference to FIG. 3 though a part of the description overlaps
with the description of FIG. 1(b) given above. This flow is
executed by the image processing unit 116 in FIG. 1.

First, the SEM image stored in the storage device 111 in
FIG. 1 and the design data stored in the storage device 112 are
read into the image processing unit 116 via the bus 114 (S202,
S201). At this time, considering a deviation in the image
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acquisition position of the SEM image, design data 204 on an
area larger than a SEM image 203 is read.

Next, the positional deviation between the design data and
the SEM image is detected (S205). The specific method for
detecting a positional deviation will be described in (1-3).
Because the SEM image includes an image distortion caused
by the scanning distortion of the electron beam or by a vibra-
tion in the stage, the positional deviation amount is not uni-
form in the image but is different among the points in the
image. Therefore, the output is a positional deviation map 206
that indicates a deviation amount (Ax, Ay) for each position
(X, y). After the design data is transformed based on the
positional deviation map 206, the area corresponding to the
SEM image is extracted (S207). After that, a simulated SEM
image 209, which simulates the SEM image, is generated
from the selected design data (S208). The method for gener-
ating a simulated SEM image will be described in (1-4), (1-5),
(1-6), (1-7), and (1-8). A defect is determined by comparing
the simulated SEM image 209 and the SEM image 203
(S210). Basically, a portion, where the shade difference
between the two is higher than a predetermined threshold TH
as indicated by expression (1), is determined as a defect,
where the real SEM image is represented by (X, y) and the
simulated SEM image by g(x, y).

(MATH. 1)

1fx.y)-gxy)>TH (6]

According to this embodiment, because comparison is per-
formed using a non-defective simulated SEM image, a defect
can be detected even if it is generated in any of the dies and
cannot be detected by the traditional D2D inspection. In
addition, in the D2D inspection, the post-processing is
required to determine whether the defect is included in the
inspection target {(x, y) orin the reference image g(x, y). Such
post-processing is not required in this embodiment. In addi-
tion, a defect is determined based on the shade difference in
this embodiment. Therefore, not only a defect caused by a
change in the geometrical shape but also a defect generated
due to a difference in image brightness, such as the one caused
by a remnant resist film, can be detected.

Various technologies for increasing the inspection perfor-
mance of shaded-image comparison may also be applied.
These technologies include the local perturbation method,
which is amethod for detecting a defect through alignment on
alocal area basis, and the method that allows for a small shade
difference caused by a positional deviation, equal to or
smaller than a pixel, between the images to be compared.

As a defect determination result, the position coordinates
of a defective portion 211, as well as the characteristic
amounts such as the defect size or shade value of the defective
portion, are output (S212).

(1-3) Positional Deviation Detection and Distortion Correc-
tion

Next, the method for detecting a positional deviation
between the design data 204 and the SEM image 203, which
is executed in step S523 in FIG. 1 or step S205 in FIG. 3, and
distortion correction/extraction, which is executed in step
S524 in FIG. 1 or step S207 in FIG. 3, are described.

Because the SEM image includes the scanning distortion
of the electron beam or an image distortion caused by a
vibration in the stage as described above, the positional devia-
tion amount for the design data is not uniform in the image but
is different among the points in the image. To detect this
positional deviation amount, the image is divided into small
meshes as shown in FIG. 4(a) to calculate the positional
deviation amount in each mesh, or the positional deviation
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amount is calculated at a point (an area surrounded by a
rectangle in the figure), such as a corner of a pattern shown in
FIG. 4(b), where the positional deviation amount is deter-
mined uniquely. It is desirable that the positional deviation
detection points, such as those shown in FIG. 4(b), be auto-
matically selected using the design data before the inspection.

The positional deviation amount between the SEM image
and the design data is detected as follows. First, a small area
of the design data is relatively moved to a small area of the
SEM image (each mesh in FIG. 4(a) and an area surrounded
by a small square in FIG. 4(b)) and then the movement
amount that minimizes the sum of squares of the difference
between the two is calculated. Instead of the sum of squares of
the difference, the movement amount, which maximizes the
correlation coefficient between the two, may also be calcu-
lated. The positional deviation amount is calculated at an
equal interval in FIG. 4(a), and at an unequal interval in FIG.
4(b). In either case, the positional deviation amount is defined
at the representative coordinate points in the image. By inter-
polating the positional deviation amount at the representative
coordinate points, the positional deviation amount at all coor-
dinates is calculated. The positional deviation map 206,
shown in FIG. 3, includes the thus-calculated positional
deviation amount (Ax, Ay) of the design data corresponding
to each pixel (x, y) of the real SEM image. In step S207 in
FIG. 3, the design data corresponding to each pixel of the
SEM image is selected according to the positional deviation
map. By performing the processing described above, the
design data, which locally matches the real SEM image in
position (that is, deformed similarly), can be obtained.

According to this embodiment, instead of correcting a
distortion to make the image match the design data, the design
data is distorted to make the design data match the image.
This method prevents uneven image deteriorations that may
be caused by distorting the image, thus providing the advan-
tage in detecting a defect.

(1-4) Modelling of Simulated SEM Image Generation

Next, the generation of the simulated SEM image, which is
performed in step S525 in FIG. 1 or in step S208 in FIG. 3, is
described. FIG. 5 schematically shows the characteristic of a
SEM image. FIG. 5(b) is a cross section taken along line A-B.
As shown in the figure, the SEM image of a resist pattern
formed on a wafer is inspected in the first embodiment. A
SEM image has the following characteristic.

(1) The edge portion (303, 304, 305) is brighter than the flat
portion (301, 302). This is due to a tilt angle effect or an edge
effect; this is a general characteristic of a secondary electron
image.

(2) In general, the pattern portion (302) and the background
portion (301) are different in brightness. The brightness of
each portion depends on the material or the imaging condi-
tion.

(3) The brightness of an edge portion depends on the direction
of'the edge. This is the effect of the charging state of a sample.
In many cases, an edge parallel to the scanning direction of
the electron beam is darker than an edge vertical to the scan-
ning direction as shown in FIG. 5(a). (In this example in
which a scanning direction 306 of the electron beam is the
horizontal direction, a horizontal-direction edge 305 is darker
than a vertical-direction edge 303. An oblique edge 304 is
intermediate in brightness).

To generate a simulated SEM image, on which the above-
described characteristic of the SEM image is reflected, from
the design data, a SEM image is modeled as shown in FIG. 6.
The signal intensities e, b, and p are given to the design data,
which is the line drawing (vector data) such as the one shown
by the reference numeral 204 in FIG. 3, in the order of the
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signal intensity of the edge portion, background portion, and
pattern portion as shown in 310. In more detail, to reproduce
the characteristic described in (3) above, the signal intensity
ev is given to the vertical-direction edge, and the signal inten-
sity eh to the horizontal-direction edge. In addition, the edge
width w is given. The blur of the edge portion, similar to that
of the real image, is reproduced by convoluting a blur func-
tion 311, corresponding to the illumination beam intensity
distribution, into a signal 310 (312). For example, the Gaus-
sian function is used as the function representing the beam
intensity distribution. In the modeling described above, the
SEM image is simulated by the six parameters, that is, the
signal intensities ev, eh, b, and p, edge width w, and beam size
0. It is desirable that these parameters be determined before
the inspection such that they match the real SEM image. The
specific calculation method for the parameters will be
described in (1-5) and the subsequent parts.

The Monte Carlo simulation, which receives the cross sec-
tion shape of the resist pattern as the input information, may
also be used as a method for generating a simulated SEM
image. However, this method is not practical when the inspec-
tion area is large because it requires a huge amount of calcu-
lation time. The simulated SEM image generation method
described above, simple and speedy in processing, can gen-
erate a simulated SEM image in synchronization with the
input of an image even in an inspection in which continuous
images, obtained by the continuous movement of the stage,
are processed.

(1-5) Calculation Method of Simulated SEM Image Genera-
tion Parameters

As described above, the parameters necessary for generat-
ing a simulated SEM image in this embodiment are the fol-
lowing six parameters: signal intensities ev, eh, b, and p, edge
width w, and beam size . The determination method for
these parameters is described below one by one.

FIG. 7 shows the determination method for the edge width
w. As shownin FIG. 7(a), the user may enter a value 450 itself,
or may enter a film thickness 451 and a taper angle 452, as the
edge width. If there is a portion in the real SEM image where
the edge width largely differs from the value, that portion is
detected as a defect.

The signal intensity p of the pattern and the signal intensity
b of the background are calculated from the real SEM image.
FIG. 8 shows a part of the design data. The signal intensity p
of' the pattern is the average value of the brightness of the real
SEM image corresponding to a wide pattern area 401. The
signal intensity b of the background is the average value of the
brightness of the real SEM image corresponding to a wide
background area 402.

The signal intensities ev and eh of an edge portion, as well
as the beam size o, are calculated from the real SEM image.
To calculate the vertical-direction signal intensity ev, a real
SEM image that corresponds to an area 403, in which the
vertical edge continues for a predetermined length and the
pattern size is relatively large, is used. To calculate the hori-
zontal-direction edge intensity eh, a real SEM image that
corresponds to an area 404, in which the horizontal edge
continues for a predetermined length and the pattern size is
relatively large, is used.

FIG. 9 shows the calculation method for the signal inten-
sity (ev or eh) of an edge portion and the beam size o. In the
description below, it is assumed that the values of p and b are
already determined. Signal waveforms 410, which include
different signal intensities (el-em) of the edge portion as
indicated by the reference numeral 410, and (o1-on) Gauss-
ian functions 411, which represent different o values, are
calculated in advance, and the functions 411 are convoluted

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

into the signal waveforms 410. Let model(x) be the result
(412). There are mxn results of model (x) in total. On the other
hand, the real signal waveform real (x) is obtained from a real
SEM image 413 (corresponding to the area 403 in FIG. 8).
After that, the signal intensity and the beam size of the edge
portion are determined such that the sum of squares of the
differences between model(x) and real(x), calculated by
expression (2), is minimized (414).

(MATH. 2)

S{real(x)-model(x)}? @

The same calculation method is used though ev uses the
vertical edge of the real SEM image and eh uses the horizontal
edge portion of the real SEM image. Instead using the round
robin of a combination of nxm, it is also possible to specify an
initial value and then recursively perform the calculation
using the steepest descent method, Gauss-Newton method, or
Levenberg-Marquardt method.

Because the brightness of the real SEM image differs
between the vertical edge and the horizontal edge as
described in (1-4) above, it is important to set parameter
values separately as described above. In addition to the ver-
tical/horizontal edge, the real pattern includes an oblique
edge. The processing for an oblique edge is described in (1-6).
(1-6) Image Processing Flow of Simulated SEM Image Gen-
eration

With reference to FIG. 10 to FIG. 12, the image processing
flow of a simulated SEM image is described below. In this
processing, the simulated SEM image generation parameters
(signal intensities ev, eh, b, and p, edge width w, and beam
size 0.), determined in the description above, are used. The
following describes the steps in FIG. 10, one step at a time.
[Steps in FIG. 10]

S601: Receive the design data.

S602: Sample the data with a predetermined pixel size and
create a binary image where the pattern portion is represented
by 1 and the background portion by 0 (FIG. 11(a)).

S603: Detect the edge of the binary image (FIG. 11(54)).
S604: Calculate the direction of each edge point. The specific
method for calculating the edge direction is described with
reference to FIG. 12. The reference numeral 701 indicates the
image after the edge is detected in step S603, and the refer-
ence numeral 702 indicates the enlarged image. The convo-
Iution of a horizontal edge detection operator 703 into the
enlarged image generates an image 704. This is represented as
h(x, y). On the other hand, the convolution of a vertical edge
detection operator 705 into the enlarged image generates an
image 706. This is represented as v(X, y). h(X, y) represents
the horizontal-direction edge intensity, while v(x, y) repre-
sents the vertical-direction edge intensity. The edge direction
dir(x, y) of each pixel can be calculated by expression (3).

(MATH. 3)

dirGr,y)=tan™" {v(x,y)/h(xy)} 3

FIG. 11(c¢) schematically represents the edge-direction cal-
culation result. The vertical edge is indicated by the solid line,
the horizontal edge by the dashed line, and the oblique edge
by the dotted line (in practice, the edges are not limited to
vertical/horizontal/oblique edges but each point has an edge
direction represented by a real number).

S605: Receive the signal intensities (vertical and horizontal)
of'the edge portion determined in FIG. 9.

S606: Give a gradation value to an edge point based on the
edge direction calculated in S604 and the signal intensity of
the edge portion (vertical direction: ev, horizontal direction
eh) received in
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S605 (FIG. 11 (d)). More specifically, when the gradation
value of an edge point is represented as edge(e, y), edge(e, y)
is the length of a vector with the direction of dir(x, y) on an
ellipse with the vertical diameter of ev and the horizontal
diameter of eh. The simultaneous equation, represented by
expressions (4) and (5), is solved for p and q, and the resulting
p and q are substituted in expression (6) to find the gradation
value edge(e, y).

p? 2 o)

[MATH. 5]

q/p=tan {dir(x.y)} ®

[MATH. 6]

edge(x,y):‘/pzw2

S607: Receive the edge width w determined in FIG. 7.
S608: Expand the edge width on the image to the width w.
S609: Receive the signal intensity p of the pattern portion and
the signal intensity b of the background portion determined in
FIG. 8.

S610: Give the gradation value p and the gradation value b,
respectively, to the pattern portion and the background por-
tion on the image (FIG. 11(e)).

S611: Receive the beam size (0 of Gaussian function) calcu-
lated in FIG. 9.

S612: Convolute the Gaussian function into the image
obtained in S610 (FIG. 11(f).

The content of processing in step 526 in FIG. 1(b) or in step
S208 in FIG. 3 is as described above. According to this
embodiment, a simulated SEM image, which is used for
comparison with the real SEM image, can be generated from
the design data using the simulated SEM image generation
parameters calculated in advance.

(1-7) Setting of Imaging Points of SEM Image for Calculat-
ing Simulated SEM Image Generation Parameters

With reference to FIG. 13 to FIG. 15, the following
describes steps S510 and S511 in FIG. 1(a), that is, the setting
method of the imaging points of a real SEM image used for
calculating the values of the simulated SEM image generation
parameters.

FIG. 13 shows an example of the GUI screen for setting the
imaging points of a SEM image for calculating the signal
intensity p of a pattern portion. When “Manual” is selected in
“Set imaging point for condition setting” 501, a chip map 502
is displayed, and design data 504 corresponding to the cursor
position (503) on the chip map is displayed on the screen. On
the design data, wide pattern areas 506 and 507, suitable for
calculating the pattern portion signal intensity, are specified
using a pointing device 505. The specified area is listed in an
area list 508 as a candidate. After listing the areas, the whole
or a part of the areas is specified (specified by the check
mark), a chip number 509 is entered, and then it is saved as an
imaging point information file (510). This method allows an
imaging point to be determined oftline without imaging the
real SEM image.

FIG. 14 shows another example of the GUI screen for
setting the imaging points of a SEM image for calculating the
signal intensity p of a pattern portion. When “Auto” is
selected in “Set imaging point for condition setting” 520, a
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chip map 521 is displayed. On this map, a search area is set
with a pointing device or by entering a numeric value 522.
Design data 523 corresponding to the area that is set is dis-
played on the screen. Because a wide pattern area is suitable
for calculating the signal intensity of the pattern portion, a
pattern horizontal width minimum value 524 and a pattern
vertical width minimum value 525 are entered and an “Apply”
526 is clicked. Then, a pattern, which is included in the search
area specified by the value 522 and whose vertical width and
horizontal width are larger than those specified as the values
524 and 525, is automatically selected, is displayed on the
design data on the screen (527, 528), and is listed in an area
list 529 as a candidate. After listing the areas, the whole or a
part of the areas is specified (specified by the check mark), a
chip number 530 is entered, and then it is saved as an imaging
point information file (531). To reliably find the signal inten-
sity of the pattern portion, it is advantageous to specify more
areas for calculating the average brightness ofthe areas. To set
more areas, the method shown in FIG. 14 is more convenient
than the method shown in FIG. 13.

FIG. 15 shows an example of the GUI screen for setting the
imaging points of a SEM image for calculating the signal
intensity of an edge portion. The screen configuration is simi-
lar to that in FIG. 11 except for a pattern search condition 540.
While the minimum values of the vertical and horizontal
widths of the pattern are entered in FIG. 11, a pattern width
minimum value 541, a pattern interval minimum value 542,
and a continuous edge length minimum value 543 are entered
on this screen. This is because the wider the pattern width and
the pattern interval and the longer the continuous edge length,
the more reliably can the parameters, described in (1-5), be
calculated. As in FIG. 14, the selected areas are listed in the
area list.

(1-8) Imaging of SEM Image for Calculating Simulated SEM
Image Generation Parameters

With reference to FIG. 16, the following describes steps
S512 and S513 in FIG. 1(a); that is, the following describes a
sequence of processing in which the real SEM image for
calculating the simulated SEM image generation parameters
is imaged, the parameters are calculated using this real SEM
image, and the result is saved.

FIG. 16 shows an example of the GUI screen for executing
the sequence described above. First, an imaging condition is
received (S550). In this step, the following are received:
accelerating voltage, imaging magnification, beam current,
whether the image is acquired by scanning the stage or
acquired with the stage stopped, stage movement direction
with respect to wafer, and beam scanning angle. The received
content is written in the model condition file. Because a
change in these imaging conditions involves a change in the
image quality of the SEM image, it is necessary that the
simulated SEM image generation parameters be linked to the
imaging conditions and that the imaging condition at inspec-
tion time (FIG. 1(5)) be the same as the imaging condition
received in S550. At inspection time, the model condition file
is read and the same imaging condition is applied.

Next, the brightness correction coefficient is determined
(S551). The brightness correction coefficient is a coefficient
used for adjusting the gain and the offset for the output of the
detector (108 in FIG. 1) so that the brightness of the real SEM
image becomes proper. When the signal intensity before
brightness correction is represented by i, the signal intensity
after brightness correction is represented by j, the gain adjust-
ment coefficient is represented by “gain”, and the offset
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adjustment coefficient is represented by “offset”, the follow-
ing relation holds.

(MATH. 7)

J=gainxi+offset

M

When a “Perform imaging” button 552 is clicked, imaging
is performed in a suitable area in which both the pattern and
the background are included. When “Calculate brightness
correction coefficient” button 553 is clicked, the maximum
value and the minimum value of the image brightness are
calculated and “gain” and “offset” are calculated so that the
maximum and minimum values become proper values. The
calculation result of the brightness correction coefficient is
written in the model condition file. Because a change in the
brightness correction coefficient involves a change in the
brightness of the SEM image, it is necessary that the simu-
lated SEM image generation parameters be linked to the
brightness correction coefficient and that the brightness cor-
rection coefficient at inspection time (FIG. 1(5)) be the same
as the result calculated in S553. At inspection time, the model
condition file is read and the same brightness correction coef-
ficient is applied.

Next, the pattern portion signal intensity, one of the simu-
lated SEM image generation parameters, is calculated
(S554). Because the imaging point on the real SEM image for
calculating the pattern portion signal intensity is already
determined in step S511 in FIG. 1, the imaging point infor-
mation file, in which the imaging point information is
described, is specified in an area 555. When a “Perform
imaging” button 556 is clicked, the real SEM image at the
coordinates, described in the imaging point information file,
is acquired under the imaging condition received in S550 and
at the brightness coefficient determined in SS551. After that,
when a “Calculate pattern signal intensity” button 557 is
clicked, the pattern signal intensity (signal intensity of p
indicated by the signal waveform 310 in FIG. 6) is calculated
using the method described in FIG. 8. The calculation result
is written in the model condition file.

The other simulated SEM image generation parameters,
not shown, are calculated in the same manner, and these
parameters are written also in the model condition file.

Finally, the condition file is saved (S558). When a “Save
condition file”” button 559 is clicked, the model condition file
is saved with a desired file name. When a “Save image” button
560 is clicked, the image used in step S551 or step S554 is
saved.

(1-9) Effect of the First Embodiment

According to the first embodiment described above, the
inspection can be performed by comparing a real SEM image
and a simulated SEM image. Although defects that are gen-
erated in any of all dies cannot be detected in the conventional
D2D inspection, these defects can be detected in this embodi-
ment. In addition, to generate a simulated SEM image, the
parameters for generating the simulated SEM image must be
determined accurately. To meet this requirement, this
embodiment provides a specific parameter calculation
method. In addition, this embodiment provides the parameter
calculation support function that uses design data. This func-
tion allows the user of the inspection device to calculate the
parameters easily and accurately. This generates a simulated
SEM image still closer to the real SEM image, thus providing
high inspection performance.

Second Embodiment

A second embodiment is an embodiment in which other
types of design data are used. FIG. 17 shows the variations of
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design data. FIG. 17(a) shows a design intent, (b) shows a
mask pattern, (c) shows a lithography simulation result with a
mask pattern as its input, and (d) shows a contour line based
on a lithography simulation result.

Although not specifically mentioned, (d) is used in the first
embodiment. Of the remaining (a), (b), and (c), (c) represents
multivalued data. The amount of multivalued data is so large
that few inspection device users save the data of the whole
inspection area in this format. Therefore, in the second
embodiment, the case in which (a) is used and the case in
which (b) is used are described. (d) has a shape similar to that
of'a real pattern on a wafer, while the deviation of (a) and (b)
from a real pattern is so large that the preprocessing is
required in each case to convert the shape.

First, FIG. 18 shows the preprocessing that is performed
when a design intent (FIG. 17(a)) is used. As indicated by the
reference numeral 901, a design intent is generally configured
by straight lines and has 90-degree corners. Because a corner
of a pattern on the real wafer is round, the rounding of the
corner is required as the preprocessing. The processing is
performed in which the corners are detected from the intent
design data (S902), a plurality of patterns (903-905) each
having a different rounding intensity level are generated, and
the rounding intensity is optimized by matching between
each of the generated patterns and the real pattern. More
specifically, the pattern with the maximum correlation coef-
ficient between the real SEM image and the processed image
is selected or the pattern is determined through visual obser-
vation. The rounding processing may be performed either at a
time before the inspection or in synchronization with the
inspection.

Next, FIG. 19 shows the preprocessing that is performed
when a mask pattern (FIG. 17(5)) is used. OPC (optical prox-
imity correction) has been performed on the mask pattern,
and the preprocessing, which simulates exposure simulation,
must be performed. First, amultivalued image 911, which has
brightness gradient on the edge portion, is generated by con-
voluting a blur function 910 (such as Gaussian function) into
the mask pattern. After that, a plurality of binarized patterns
(912-914) are generated by varying the slice level, and the two
parameters, a blur filter size 910 and the slice level, are
optimized so that they match the real pattern. As with the
rounding processing, the pattern with the maximum correla-
tion coefficient between the real SEM image and the pro-
cessed image is selected or the pattern is determined through
visual observation (915).

FIG. 20 shows a simulated SEM image generation flow in
the second embodiment that corresponds to the simulated
SEM image generation flow in the first embodiment shown in
FIG. 10. With the design data (mask pattern) and the simpli-
fied exposure simulation parameters (blur filter size, slice
level), determined as described above, as the input (S920,
S921), simplified exposure simulation, that is, binarization
based on blur filter convolution and specified slice levels, is
performed (922). The subsequent processing is similar to that
shown in FIG. 10.

Because exposure simulation generally requires a huge
amount of time, the inspection device user has not always
performed exposure simulation for the whole die area.
According to the second embodiment described above, the
applicable range is expanded in the sense that the D2DB
inspection can be implemented when the design data owned
by the inspection device user is any one of a design intent or
a mask pattern. In addition, when comparing the data amount
among various types of design data, the more the number of
vertices of a design pattern is, the larger the data amount is.
Therefore, the data amount is in the order of design
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intent<mask pattern<lithography simulation. This embodi-
ment uses smaller-amount design data, thus providing the
advantage in the time required for data transfer and the
memory capacity required for storing data.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 21 shows a third embodiment. The flow in FIG. 21 is
similar to the flow in FIG. 3 in the first embodiment except
that there is a plurality of simulated SEM images.

The reading of design data (S230), the reading of a SEM
image (S231), the detection of a positional deviation (S232),
and distortion correction and extraction (S233) are the same
as those in the first embodiment. When generating a simu-
lated SEM image in step S234, a plurality of simulated SEM
images, different with each other in the pattern width (hori-
zontal axis in the figure) and in the edge width (vertical axis
in the figure, w in FIG. 7(b)), is generated. The image com-
parison (S235) is performed with the plurality of simulated
SEM images and, only when a defect is detected in all com-
parisons, the defect information is output. In other words, if
no defect is detected in at least one comparison, no defect
information is output.

This method allows for a variation in the semiconductor
process. That is, the purpose is to reduce an error in the
inspection accuracy that may be caused by a variation in the
semiconductor process. For example, when the exposure
amount ofthe exposure device is increased or decreased in the
semiconductor exposure process, the pattern width is
increased or decreased. Similarly, when the focus of the expo-
sure device varies, the edge width is increased or decreased.
When the semiconductor process state differs between the
wafer used for calculating the parameters for generating a
simulated SEM image and the wafer to be inspected, the
pattern width or the edge width differs between the simulated
SEM image and the real SEM image, resulting in a defect in
the whole area. This result, though correct if a change in the
line width or the edge width is detected as a defect, is incon-
venient when detecting a decrease or an increase in a local
pattern. The purpose of this embodiment is to avoid this
problem.

According to this embodiment, a pattern width change in
the whole area or a gently-rising edge in the whole area,
which may be caused by a process variation, is not detected as
a defect, but only a local shape change can be detected.

Although the pattern width and the edge width are used as
parameters for generating a plurality of simulated SEM
images in the above description, only one of them may be
used or another shape parameter (rounding of a corner, a
recession in a pattern tip, etc.) may be changed. It is desirable
for the user to set the parameter variation range before the
inspection in the sense that the upper limit of the allowance
amount of a process variation is set.

Fourth Embodiment

FIG. 22 shows a fourth embodiment. As with the third
embodiment, the purpose of the fourth embodiment is to
allow for a process variation.

Inthis embodiment, a plurality of simulated SEM images is
not generated in step S240 but one type of simulated SEM
image is used in the comparison for defect determination
(S241, S242). For a portion determined as defective, the
design data corresponding to the real SEM image is saved and
is compared with a plurality of simulated SEM images in the
defect re-determination processing (S243). The defect re-
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determination processing may be performed either in syn-
chronization with the inspection or later using the saved data.

This embodiment, in which the inspection sensitivity can
be freely changed later, is convenient when it is difficult to set
the allowance amount of a process variation in advance. This
embodiment is also convenient for analyzing a change in the
occurrence of a defect when the allowance amount of a pro-
cess variation is changed.

Fifth Embodiment

FIG. 23 shows a fifth embodiment. A resist pattern is
inspected in the first embodiment as shown in FIG. 6, while a
non-resist pattern is inspected in the fifth embodiment.

FIG. 23(a) shows an inspection in which a silicon pattern is
inspected, and FIG. 23(b) shows an inspection in which a
silicon trench is inspected. In this case, too, the modeling
method is basically similar to that in FIG. 6, with a SEM
image represented by three types of signal intensity, i.e., the
signal intensity of the pattern portion, the signal intensity of
the edge portion, and the signal intensity of the background
portion. FIG. 23(c) shows a case in which a pattern is included
in the bottom layer. Because there are two types of signal
intensity for the background in this case, the SEM image is
represented by a total of four types of signal intensity. For
calculating the simulated SEM image generation parameters,
the same method as that in the first embodiment can be used.

According to this embodiment, the inspection method is
applicable not only to a resist pattern but also to the system-
atic defect inspection of the processes of semiconductor pat-
terning such as a gate pattern, a wiring pattern, and an STI
pattern.

Sixth Embodiment

FIG. 24 shows a sixth embodiment. In this embodiment,
modeling is performed in more detail than in the modeling of
a SEM image (FIG. 6) in the first embodiment. FIG. 24(a) is
a diagram showing the simulation of the SEM image of a
resist pattern. When the wavelength of an exposure light for
patterning a resist becomes smaller than the pattern width of
the resist, the taper angle of the pattern edge becomes varied
due to the optical proximity effect. FIG. 24(a) shows the edge
portion as a light zone. As shown in the figure, a high pattern
density tends to cause the edge to rise perpendicularly (nar-
rower edge width in the image), and a low pattern density
tends to cause the edge to rise gently (wider edge width in the
image), in many cases. In this embodiment, design data 950 is
used as shown in FIG. 24(b) and, for each point of interest, the
distance to the neighboring pattern is calculated (the result is
that the distance indicated by the reference numeral 952 is
longer than the distance indicated by the reference numeral
951). The lookup table (FIG. 24(c)), which represents the
relation between the distance to the neighboring pattern and
the edge width, is referenced to find the edge width.

In the first embodiment, modeling is simple because all
edge widths are equal as shown in FIG. 7. In the sixth embodi-
ment, the edge width varies according to the distance to the
neighboring pattern. When the imaging magnification of an
image is low, there is no practical problem with the simple
modeling in which the edge width is a fixed value. However,
when the imaging magnification is high, it is desirable to
apply this embodiment for high-accuracy inspection.

Seventh Embodiment

FIG. 25 shows an overall flow in a seventh embodiment. In
the first embodiment (FIG. 1), the parameters for generating
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a simulated SEM image are determined before the inspection.
In the seventh embodiment, the image of an inspection area is
imaged first and then saved and, later, the saved image and the
design data are compared for inspection.

FIG. 25(a) shows a flow of the imaging of an image. First,
the design data is read (S801) and an inspection area is speci-
fied on the design data (S802). The SEM image of the speci-
fied area is imaged (S803), and the imaged image is saved
(S804). As in step S523 in FIG. 1, a positional deviation is
detected (S805), a positional deviation map (similar to the
one indicated by the reference numeral 206 in FIG. 3) is
calculated, and the calculated positional deviation map is
saved (S806).

FIG. 25(b) shows a flow of inspection performed through
comparison between the imaged image and the design data.
Because imaging is already completed, the subsequent flow
may be performed on the inspection device or on a computer
installed outside the inspection device.

First, the saved SEM image, positional deviation map, and
design data are read (S811, S812, S813). After that, the
parameters for generating the simulated SEM image are cal-
culated using the imaged SEM image (S814). The method is
similar to that in step S513 in the first embodiment. The
simulated SEM image is generated using the calculated
parameters (S815) and is compared with the inspection image
(S816) for determining a defect and for calculating the char-
acteristic amount of the defective portion (S817).

This embodiment, in which parameter setting is performed
using the inspection image to be used in the actual inspection,
is more advantageous than the first embodiment from the
viewpoint of parameter accuracy. However, when the inspec-
tion area is large (for example, when inspecting the whole
area of one die), it is difficult to save all images. Therefore,
this embodiment is efficient when the inspection area is small.
It is also possible to store all images of a defective portion by
performing the inspection according to the flow in FIG. 1 and,
for that image, to perform re-inspection according to the flow
in FIG. 25(b). In this case, defect candidate areas are calcu-
lated according to the flow in FIG. 1, and an area is selected
from the defect candidate areas according to the flow in FIG.
25(b).

Eighth Embodiment

FIG. 26 shows a flow in an eighth embodiment. The eighth
embodiment is similar to the first embodiment except that
step 580 of brightness correction is added to the inspection
flow in the first embodiment (FIG. 1(5)).

The condition setting, which is performed before the
inspection, is the same as that in the first embodiment shown
in FIG. 1(a). In the first embodiment, the simulated SEM
image, generated by applying the simulated SEM image gen-
eration parameters determined in the flow shown in FIG. 1(a),
is used directly in comparison inspection (step S526 in FIG.
1). On the other hand, in the eighth embodiment, comparison
inspection (S581) is performed after the brightness of the
whole image is corrected (S580).

FIG. 27 shows a defect determination flow in this embodi-
ment that corresponds to the defect determination flow (FIG.
3) in the first embodiment. The steps for the reading of design
data (S590), reading of a SEM image (S591), detection of a
positional deviation (S592), correction and extraction of a
distortion (S593), and generation of a simulated SEM image
(S594) are the same as those in the first embodiment.

After these steps, the brightness correction coefficient is
calculated (S595). Let the real SEM image be {(x, y), and let
the simulated SEM image be g(x, y). The coefficients a and b
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are determined in such a way that the sum of squares (expres-
sion (8)) of the difference between the image, generated by
multiplying the simulated SEM image by a and then adding b
to the result, and the real SEM image is minimized (598).

(MATH. 8)

={(axgxy)+b)~-fxp) Y

After that, the simulated SEM image is converted to find
g'(x,y) using expression (9). Image comparison is performed
between the converted simulated SEM image g'(x, y) and the
real SEM image (X, y).

(Expression 8)

(MATH. 9)

g'xy)=axgxy)+b (Expression 9)

The bright correction (S596), performed as described
above, produces the following result. Before the correction,
there is a brightness deviation between f(x, y) and g(x, y) as in
the distribution diagram indicated by the reference numeral
599 (the points are plotted in the diagram where the horizontal
axis indicates the brightness of the coordinates (x, y) of f(x, y)
and the vertical axis indicates the brightness of the corre-
sponding coordinates of g(x, y)). After the correction, the
distribution diagram changes to the one, indicated by the
reference numeral 600, where the points distributed around
the line y=x.

In some cases, the device state changes between the time
when the parameters for simulated SEM image generation are
calculated and the time when the inspection is made, with the
result that the state indicated by the reference numeral 599 is
generated. Inthis case, the image comparison (S597) between
f(x, y) and g(x, y) using expression (1) will generate an
incorrect result in many cases. This embodiment, in which the
brightness correction is performed, avoids this problem. The
correction coefficients, which are calculated in such a way
that the brightness match is achieved, not a local brightness
basis, but on a whole image brightness basis, prevent a defec-
tive portion from being overlooked.

The conversion processing, though performed for the
simulated SEM image in the description above, may be per-
formed for the real SEM image.

In addition to the case in which the device state changes as
described above, this embodiment is applicable also to the
case in which the brightness changes on a whole image basis
because the wafer, used for calculating the parameters for
generating the simulated SEM image, and the wafer to be
inspected are different.

Ninth Embodiment

The ninth embodiment is an additional function of the
eighth embodiment. In the eighth embodiment, the brightness
correction coefficient is calculated for each image. On the
other hand, in this embodiment, the past brightness correction
coefficients are referenced to calculate the current brightness
correction coefficient in order to calculate the brightness cor-
rection coefficient more reliably.

FIG. 28 is a diagram in which the points are plotted with the
time t on the horizontal axis and the brightness correction
coefficient a on the vertical axis. Because the patterns
included in the acquired images differ with each other, the
brightness correction coefficient ‘a’ calculated for each image
includes an error to some extent with the result that the plotted
points are distributed as indicated by the reference numeral
850. In this embodiment, the brightness coefficient A(t) to be
used for the current time t is determined by (expression 10)
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using the past brightness correction coefficients, where a(t) is
the brightness correction coefficient at the current time t.

(MATH. 10)

AD) = (@D + At - 1) + At - 2))/3 (Expression 10)

={a)+ (a(t—=D+at -2)+a(t-3))/3 +

(a(t=2)+a(t = 3) + a(t —4))/3}/3

A(t) obtained by this calculation is a smooth curve as
indicated by the reference numeral 851. Using A(t) instead of
a(t) allows the brightness correction coefficient to be calcu-
lated more reliably, resulting in an increase in the accuracy of
the inspection. For example, when an image includes a large
defect, the brightness correction coefficient calculated in the
eighth embodiment is affected by the large defect. In this
case, the ninth embodiment, if used, reduces this problem.

The brightness correction coefficient may be calculated by
simply using (expression 10), or irregular data may be deleted
from the calculation by detecting an irregularity in the cor-
rection coefficients. Although the brightness correction coef-
ficient a is described as an example above, the same process-
ing may of course be performed for b.

Tenth Embodiment

FIG. 29 shows a flow in a tenth embodiment. In the first
embodiment, an inspection is made for a relatively large area
for locating a defect; on the other hand, in the tenth embodi-
ment, a fixed-point inspection is made for inspecting only a
specified area.

The condition setting, which is performed before the
inspection, is the same as that in the first embodiment (FIG.
1(a)). FIG. 29 shows a flow corresponding to the flow in FIG.
1(4) in the first embodiment.

First, the model condition file and the design data are read
(S880, S881) and a position, where a fixed-point inspection is
to be made, is specified on the design data (S882). The posi-
tion, where a fixed-point inspection is to be made, is a point
determined by the process simulation as a possible defective
position or a point where a defect was frequently generated in
the past inspections. Next, the real SEM image of the speci-
fied position is acquired (S883), a positional deviation
between the design data and the real SEM image is detected
(S884), and the design data is transformed and extracted
based on the positional deviation detection result (S885).
After that, as in the first embodiment, the parameters
described in the model condition file that is read in step S880
are applied to generate a simulated SEM image (S886). In the
next step S887 where brightness correction is performed, the
method described in the eighth embodiment is applied. After
that, the inspection is performed by comparing the simulated
SEM image, for which brightness correction has been made,
with the real SEM image (S888).

FIG. 30 shows an output example of a fixed-point inspec-
tion. FIG. 30(a), a schematic diagram of a real SEM image,
shows a line pattern that has a concave defect (partially
thinned line) in an intermediate position. The difference
between this image and the simulated SEM image is as shown
in FIG. 17(b). As shown in the figure, the brightness in the
difference image differs according to whether the brightness
of the real SEM image is higher than that of the simulated
SEM image or the brightness of the real SEM image is lower
than that of the simulated SEM image.
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The output of a defect includes the defect type (concave
defect or convex defect) determined according to whether the
defective portion is inside or outside of the design pattern, the
vertical and horizontal sizes of the defect, the area of the
defect, or the brightness difference in the defective portion.

According to this embodiment, a comparison with a simu-
lated SEM image can be performed in a fixed-point inspec-
tion. By comparing with a simulated SEM image, a quantita-
tive evaluation can be made not only for a defect occurring as
a difference in the shape as described above but also for a
defect occurring as a difference in the brightness such as a
thin-film remnant.

Eleventh Embodiment

An eleventh embodiment relates to the setting of a thresh-
old for defect determination. In the first embodiment, an
image is determined as defective if the shade difference
between a real SEM image and a simulated SEM image is
equal to or larger than a fixed value as shown in (MATH. 1);
on the other hand, in this embodiment, a threshold is set
according to the brightness g(x, y) of a simulated SEM image.

The characteristic of a SEM image is that the brighter the
image is, the higher the noise is (characteristic of a shot
noise). Therefore, an incorrect determination or a defect-
detection failure can be reduced by setting a smaller defect-
determination threshold for a dark portion, and a larger
defect-determination threshold for a bright portion.

In this embodiment, a lookup table, which represents the
relation between the brightness of the simulated SEM image
and defect determination thresholds, is created before the
inspection as shown in FIG. 31. At inspection time, this
lookup table is referenced for defect determination.

The point here is that the brightness of a simulated SEM
image is used to reference the lookup table. Instead, if the
brightness of a real SEM image is used, the brightness of a
defective portion is used to reference the lookup table for a
defective portion, possibly preventing the intended purpose
of performing an inspection using noise characteristics from
being achieved. In this embodiment, the brightness of the
simulated SEM image is used to reference the lookup table to
achieve the intended purpose.

This embodiment enables a high-accuracy inspection with
the effect of a SEM noise minimized.

Twelfth Embodiment

A twelfth embodiment relates to positional deviation
detection.

In the first embodiment, the design data and the real SEM
image are used to detect a positional deviation (S205) as
shown in FIG. 3. In the twelfth embodiment, the design data
is read (S1001), a simulated SEM image is generated from
this design data (S1003, the parameters for generating the
simulated SEM image are read from the model condition file
not shown), and a positional deviation detection is performed
(S1004) between the generated simulated SEM image and the
real SEM image that is read (S1002) as shown in FIG. 32. The
subsequent processing is similar to that in the first embodi-
ment.

In general, the accuracy of positional deviation detection is
increased by performing positional deviation detection
between the images with similar characteristics.

This embodiment increases the accuracy of positional
deviation detection and increases the accuracy of distortion
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correction and extraction in the subsequent stages, resulting
in an increase in inspection performance.

Thirteenth Embodiment

A thirteenth embodiment relates to the acquisition of a real
SEM image. In the description of the SEM image acquisition
method in the first embodiment, one of the following two
types of images, continuous image and a sheet image, is
inspected. A continuous image is an image obtained by the
one-dimensional scanning of an electron beam and the con-
tinuous movement of the stage, and a sheet image is an image
obtained by the two-dimensional scanning of an electron
beam and the step movement of the stage. As shown in FIG.
3, the stage movement direction and the beam scanning direc-
tion may be tilted.

FIG. 33(a) shows a method in which the stage is moved in
parallel to the chip layout on a wafer and the electron beam
scanning is performed obliquely with respect to the chip
layout on a wafer.

FIG. 33(b) shows a method in which both the horizontal
scanning direction and the vertical scanning direction of the
electron beam are tilted with respect to the chip layout on a
wafer.

Most of semiconductor patterns are configured by patterns
at right angles to, or parallel to, the chip layout. In an electron
beam image, an edge parallel to the scanning direction of the
electron beam tends to get blurred due to electrification as
shown in FIG. 5. In this embodiment, because the scanning
direction of the electron beam and the edge direction of a
pattern are not parallel in many cases, the number of blurred
edges is decreased.

When a real SEM image is acquired via oblique scanning,
the simulated SEM image must also be transformed to pro-
duce a similar image. To do so, because the oblique scanning
angle is known (this angle is entered via the GUI shown in
FIG. 16), the simulated SEM image is transformed using the
oblique scanning angle in the step of transformation and
extraction of design data (S523 in FIG. 1).

According to this embodiment, it is expected that fewer
edges will become blurred and therefore the inspection sen-
sitivity will be increased.

Fourteenth Embodiment

A fourteenth embodiment relates to the electronic optical
system.

In the first embodiment, a single-beam optical system is
used as shown in FIG. 2, On the other hand, in this embodi-
ment, a multi-beam optical system is used as shown in FIG.
34.

Because there may be individual differences among a plu-
rality of emitted electron beams and a plurality of detectors in
the multi-beam system, the parameters for generating a simu-
lated SEM image are calculated for each beam. In addition, it
is desirable that the brightness correction described in the
eighth embodiment be performed for each beam.

In this embodiment, it is expected that the inspection
throughput will be increased.

The fourteen embodiments have been described. It is also
possible to combine these embodiments in part or in whole.

The invention claimed is:

1. A pattern inspection device comprising:

an imaging unit that images an electron beam image of a

pattern formed on a substrate;

a simulated electron beam image generation unit that gen-

erates a simulated electron beam image using a param-
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eter based on design data, the parameter representing a
characteristic of the electron beam image; and

an inspection unit that inspects the pattern on the substrate
by comparing the electron beam image of the pattern and
the simulated electron beam image, the electron beam
image of the pattern being imaged by said imaging unit,
the simulated electron beam image being generated by
said simulated electron beam image generation unit.

2. A pattern inspection device comprising:

an imaging unit that images an electron beam image of a
pattern formed on a substrate;

a pattern shape transformation unit that transforms a shape
of'the pattern using a parameter based on design data, the
parameter representing a processing characteristic of the
pattern;

a simulated electron beam image generation unit that gen-
erates a simulated electron beam image for the pattern
using a parameter, the pattern being transformed by said
pattern shape transformation unit, the parameter repre-
senting a characteristic of the electron beam image; and

an inspection unit that inspects the pattern on the substrate
by comparing the electron beam image of the pattern and
the simulated electron beam image, the electron beam
image of the pattern being imaged by said imaging unit,
the simulated electron beam image being generated by
said simulated electron beam image generation unit.

3. The pattern inspection device according to claim 1,

further comprising:

a condition input unit that automatically determines a
parameter value, necessary for generating the simulated
electron beam image, from the design data; and

a parameter calculation unit.

4. The pattern inspection device according to claim 1

wherein

the parameter representing the characteristic of the elec-
tron beam image, generated by said simulated electron
beam image generation unit, include at least one of a
brightness of a pattern portion, a brightness of a back-
ground portion, a brightness of an edge portion for each
direction, and a blur amount of the edge portion.

5. The pattern inspection device according to claim 2,

further comprising:

a variation range setting unit that sets a variation range for
a parameter representing an exposure characteristic; and

a transformation pattern generation unit that generates a
plurality of transformation patterns each corresponding
to the variation range that is set by said variation range
setting unit, wherein

said simulated electron beam image generation unit gen-
erates a plurality of simulated electron beam images
corresponding to the plurality of transformation patterns
generated by said transformation pattern generation
unit, and

said inspection unit produces a plurality of inspection
results linked to the parameter representing the exposure
characteristic by comparing the electron beam image of
the pattern and the plurality of simulated electron beam
images, the electron beam image of the pattern being
imaged by said imaging unit, the plurality of simulated
electron beam images being generated by said simulated
electron beam image generation unit.

6. The pattern inspection device according to claim 1,

further comprising:

a variation range setting unit that sets a variation range for
the parameter representing the characteristic of the elec-
tron beam image wherein
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said simulated electron beam image generation unit gen-
erates a plurality of simulated electron beam images,
corresponding to the variation range, for the parameter
representing the characteristic of the electron beam
image that is set by said variation range setting unit, and

said inspection unit produces a plurality of inspection
results linked to the parameter representing the charac-
teristic of the electron beam image by comparing the
electron beam image of the pattern and the plurality of
simulated electron beam images, the electron beam
image of the pattern being imaged by said imaging unit,
the plurality of simulated electron beam images being
generated by said simulated electron beam image gen-
eration unit.

7. The pattern inspection device according to claim 5

wherein

said variation range setting unit updates a value of the
parameter representing the characteristic of the electron
beam image based on a temporal transition of the plu-
rality of inspection results that are linked to the param-
eter representing the characteristic of the electron beam
image.

8. The pattern inspection device according to claim 1,

further comprising:

a brightness adjustment unit that adjusts brightness
between the electron beam image of the pattern and the
simulated electron beam image; and

abrightness adjustment parameter storage unit that stores a
brightness adjustment parameter between the electron
beam image of the pattern and the simulated electron
beam image.

9. The pattern inspection device according to claim 8

wherein

said brightness adjustment parameter storage unit updates
avalue of the brightness adjustment parameter based on
atemporal transition of the stored brightness adjustment
parameter.

10. A pattern inspection method comprising:

an imaging step for imaging an electron beam image of a
pattern formed on a substrate;

a simulated electron beam image generation step for gen-
erating a simulated electron beam image using a param-
eter based on design data, the parameter representing a
characteristic of the electron beam image; and

an inspection step for inspecting the pattern on the sub-
strate by comparing the electron beam image of the
pattern and the simulated electron beam image, the elec-
tron beam image of the pattern being imaged by said
imaging step, the simulated electron beam image being
generated by said simulated electron beam image gen-
eration step.

11. A pattern inspection method comprising:

an imaging step for imaging an electron beam image of a
pattern formed on a substrate;

a pattern shape transformation step for transforming a
shape of the pattern using a parameter based on design
data, the parameter representing a processing character-
istic of the pattern;

a simulated electron beam image generation step for gen-
erating a simulated electron beam image for the pattern
using a parameter, the pattern being transformed by said
pattern shape transformation step, the parameter repre-
senting a characteristic of the electron beam image; and

an inspection step for inspecting the pattern on the sub-
strate by comparing the electron beam image of the
pattern and the simulated electron beam image, the elec-
tron beam image of the pattern being imaged by said
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imaging step, the simulated electron beam image being
generated by said simulated electron beam image gen-
eration step.

12. The pattern inspection method according to claim 10,

further comprising:

a condition input step for automatically determining a
parameter value, necessary for generating the simulated
electron beam image, from the design data; and

a parameter calculation step.

13. The pattern inspection method according to claim 10

wherein

the parameter representing the characteristic of the elec-
tron beam image, generated by said simulated electron
beam image generation step, include at least one of a
brightness of a pattern portion, a brightness of a back-
ground portion, a brightness of an edge portion for each
direction, and a blur amount of the edge portion.

14. The pattern inspection method according to claim 11,

further comprising:

a variation range setting step for setting a variation range
for a parameter representing an exposure characteristic;
and

a transformation pattern generation step for generating a
plurality of transformation patterns each corresponding
to the variation range that is set by said variation range
setting step, wherein

said simulated electron beam image generation step gen-
erates a plurality of simulated electron beam images
corresponding to the plurality of transformation patterns
generated by said transformation pattern generation
step, and

said inspection step produces a plurality of inspection
results linked to the parameter representing the exposure
characteristic by comparing the electron beam image of
the pattern and the plurality of simulated electron beam
images, the electron beam image of the pattern being
imaged by said imaging step, the plurality of simulated
electron beam images being generated by said simulated
electron beam image generation step.

15. The pattern inspection method according to claim 10,

further comprising:

a variation range setting step for setting a variation range
for the parameter representing the characteristic of the
electron beam image wherein

said simulated electron beam image generation step gen-
erates a plurality of simulated electron beam images,
corresponding to the variation range, for the parameter
representing the characteristic of the electron beam
image that is set by said variation range setting step, and

said inspection step produces a plurality of inspection
results linked to the parameter representing the charac-
teristic of the electron beam image by comparing the
electron beam image of the pattern and the plurality of
simulated electron beam images, the electron beam
image of the pattern being imaged by said imaging step,
the plurality of simulated electron beam images being
generated by said simulated electron beam image gen-
eration step.

16. The pattern inspection method according to claim 14

wherein

said variation range setting step updates a value of the
parameter representing the characteristic of the electron
beam image based on a temporal transition of the plu-
rality of inspection results that are linked to the param-
eter representing the characteristic of the electron beam
image.
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17. The pattern inspection method according to claim 10,

further comprising:

a brightness adjustment step for adjusting brightness
between the electron beam image of the pattern and the
simulated electron beam image; and

a brightness adjustment parameter storage step for storing
a brightness adjustment parameter between the electron
beam image of the pattern and the simulated electron
beam image.

18. The pattern inspection method according to claim 17

wherein

said brightness adjustment parameter storage step updates
avalue of the brightness adjustment parameter based on
atemporal transition of the stored brightness adjustment
parameter.
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